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Sample Question with Answer:
Education & Learning

Question:

Some people think that universities should provide graduates with the knowledge and skills needed
in the workplace. Others think that the true function of a university should be to give access to
knowledge for its own sake, regardless of whether the course is useful to an employer. Discuss both

views and give your own opinion.



Model Answer (Band 8-9)

Introduction:

The role of universities in modern society has been a subject of ongoing debate.
While some argue that higher education institutions should focus primarily on
equipping students with practical skills for employment, others maintain that
universities should prioritize the pursuit of knowledge for intellectual
enrichment. This essay will examine both perspectives before presenting my

own viewpoint.

Body Paragraph 1:

On the one hand, there are compelling reasons why universities should
concentrate on workplace-oriented education. Firstly, students invest
considerable time and money in their university education, and it is reasonable
for them to expect a return on this investment in the form of enhanced
employability. Furthermore, in today's competitive job market, graduates who
possess industry-relevant skills are more likely to secure well-paid positions and
contribute meaningfully to the economy. For instance, engineering and
computer science programs that incorporate practical training and internships

typically produce graduates who can immediately add value to their employers.

Body Paragraph 2:

On the other hand, proponents of knowledge-based education argue that
universities have a broader mission beyond mere job preparation. They contend
that higher education should develop critical thinking, creativity, and
intellectual curiosity, which are valuable attributes regardless of one's career
path. Moreover, studying subjects purely for intellectual enrichment can lead to
unexpected innovations and breakthroughs that ultimately benefit society.
History shows that many groundbreaking discoveries, such as the development
of the internet, originated from theoretical research conducted without

immediate practical applications in mind.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, while I acknowledge the importance of preparing students for the



workforce, I believe universities should strike a balance between both
approaches. An ideal university education should provide students with practical
skills while also fostering intellectual growth and independent thinking. This
combination ensures that graduates are not only employable but also capable of
adapting to an ever-changing world and contributing to society in meaningful

ways beyond their immediate professional roles.
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Question 1:
Technology & Innovation

Some people believe that technology has made man more social while others think it has made

people less social. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

Question 2:
Environment & Nature

Some people think that environmental problems should be solved on a global scale while others

believe it is better to deal with them nationally. Discuss both views and give your opinion.

Question 3:
Work & Employment

Some people think that young people should be required to do unpaid work helping people in the
community. Others believe that this would be an unfair burden on young people. Discuss both views

and give your own opinion.

Question 4:

Health & Fitness



Some people say that the best way to improve public health is by increasing the number of sports
facilities. Others, however, say that this would have little effect on public health and that other

measures are required. Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Question 5:
Society & Community

Some people believe that there should be fixed punishments for each type of crime. Others,
however, argue that the circumstances of an individual crime, and the motivation for committing it,
should always be taken into account when deciding on the punishment. Discuss both these views

and give your own opinion.

Question 6:
Government & Politics

Some people believe that government should spend money on building train and subway lines to
reduce traffic congestion. Others think that building more and wider roads is the better way to

reduce traffic congestion. Discuss both views and give your opinion.

Question 7:
Family & Children

Some people think that parents should teach children how to be good members of society. Others,
however, believe that school is the place to learn this. Discuss both these views and give your own

opinion.

Question 8:
Media & Communication

Some people think that newspapers are the best way to get news. However, others believe that they

can get news better through other media platforms. Discuss both views and give your opinion.

Question 9:
Arts & Culture

Some people think that governments should give financial support to creative artists such as
painters and musicians. Others believe that creative artists should be funded by alternative sources.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.



Question 10:
Crime & Punishment

Some people believe that the best way to reduce crime is to give longer prison sentences. Others

argue that there are alternative ways to reduce crime. Discuss both views and give your opinion.



